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18 Septernber 2025 

Benton County Board of Commissioners 
PO Box3020 
Corvallis, OR g7339 

Re: Coffin Butte Landfill E11pansion 

Dear &imm1ss1011ers Wyse, Shepherd and Malooo: 

1 an, writing to vehemently oppose ttie proposed Coffin Butte Landfill {CBL) expansion, The 
Benron couniy Plannlng Commission listened to volumes of testimony ~nd poured over 
l'eams of documents before coming to the UNANIMOUS decision to deny Republic SetVices 
their request. 

tw. a PhD toxicologist. a canc:er researc::het, and a rormer EPA emptoyee I am wen veraed In 
me enormity or mismanagement that tias oocurred at Coffin Butte under the au~pTces Qf 

Repul)lic Seivices (RS), and the serious potential health consequences·we may be facing 
as a resutl 

1) RS has refused salaries to union wo~ere and 9iven raises oo non-union WOrkers 
only. This flies tn the face-of the mandate as Written on the eenton County webpages 
13.xtollh,g the counfy's support for unionization. 

2) RS has denied worker~ the pr<ipersa:fety/protectlon equipment they need . 

. 3) RS fafied to notify W<>rke!'$ th<it ,hoy were being exposed to GASEOUS PFAS chemicats, 
which are carcinogens thatcam'IOt be expelled from the body. Their ongoing exposure to 
methane is alreatly ooncern enough. 

4) RS failed utterly in carrying out routine mafntenance of the landfill to prev~nt e)(tretnely 
<langerous fires and explosions from erupting frem poor!y ma,nta,ned methane 
ernissiQns. In addition, they misled the publh: about the concentrations and dangers of said 
emissions, ciaiming they did not reach levels required foreXf)tosive events. Thfs could not 
be further from the truth. In fact. the Faib,4re to control emissions at CBI. has 1'.a1A9ht Uie 
attention of the EPA, \lltiich is al:>out to rule the CBL a SUPER-FUND SITE. We ~re 
perhaps Qt)F.l'l\ghtiiiog strike away from, not only a tremendous explosion, but from an 
unde111round fire that literally cannot be put out and may burn for years, spewing tO'Xlc waste 
throughout the valley, 



It has LONG been known lhl!it, in the tong term, Benton Coupty could not continue to accept 
trash from-e\li;lryone in V,e known universe - it is not sustainable. It has also long been 
known that a final site in ·the d~ of Central Oregon will be the ultimate solution for our 
Ira.sh, as low moisture and little rainfall will generate the least PFAS-ridden liquids to 
process, and will greatly rninimize exposures to !tie public. Trucking our waste, or hauling it 
by train is going to be expensive, and people in the-valley Will inevitably have to come to 
terms with that. 

Wasting time putting band--alds 011 Super-Fund sites rs not forward-thinking, not sustainable, 
it is very dangerous, and It is direct opposition to Benton county's many governing principles 
- that of providing a safe, dean and pleasant environment for all the citizens of Benton 
County. 

I am also seriously disturbed by the fact Iha~ instead of cleaning up their messes, improving 
their procedures-apd making the tandfifl saferfor workers and the air quality safer, not only 
for !he citizens of Benton County, but for the safety of-the environment as well, RS has 
chosen to waste time and money on publicity campaigns. Ask yourself - is this the best use 
of'lhe money we pay Republic Services? I think not Does It reflect any level of caring for 
our community or the environment they have created? I thlf!I< not. 

I urge you to vote NO to any further expansions of the Coffin Butte Landfill. If we ha(;! not 
allowed Republic Services to accept trash from all these different ,cities, ,our landfill would 
have served us fo, the next 100 years. Instead, we have perhaps five years of usabiltty 
left We need to address our FUTIJRE needs now - not kick tne can down the road and 
su9denly be left with a crisis situation with our trash, or even Wlilrse, an unprecedented 
environmental drsaster 

6065 SW Grand Oaks Or. 
Corvallis, OR 97333 
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